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Religious fervour, Hindutva push Kanwar Yatras swell

While devotion to
Lord Shiva remains
the core motivation,
the growing
participation points
to a complex blend of
faith and socio-
economic dynamics

Brajendra K Parashar
bkparashar@hindustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Kanwar Yatra, the
ancient arduous religious trek
to offer Gangajal to Lord Shiva,
used to be a non-descript, small
affair till the beginning of the
1990s. Thirty-odd years on,
there is a sea change--the num-
ber of pilgrims is swelling by
the year. For instance, the
number of kanwariyas entering
Meerut district alone has
increased by 250% in just one
decade, says data. Needless to
state, apart from devotion, it is
also the increasing assertion of
Hindutva politics that draws
more and more people to the
annual pilgrimage.

So, the once bustling roads
now serve as sacred pathways
for kanwariyas, with traffic
diversions and school closures
becoming routine.

The UP State Road Transport
Corporation (UPSRTC) is
restricting its operations on
many highways where two of
the lanes have been dedicated
to devotees and commeon com-
muters also often avoid travel-
ling on such sacred pathways

lest they should get stuck in the
Kanwar Yatra processions.

Zealous young boys in villa-
ges are forming groups and
mobilising others for Kanwar
Yatras.

The air hums with the
energy of thousands of devo-
tees, their journey sound-
tracked by blaring devotional
songs from DJ-laden trucks,
while makeshift pandals along
the way offer pure food and
respite. The rhythmic chants of
“Bam Bam Bhole” rend the
atmosphere.

They are common sights in
cities and even in villages
across Uttar Pradesh these
days, posing significant admin-
istrative and logistical challen-
ges to authorities.

As the monsoon rain
drenches the streets of Utlar
Pradesh, the cities transform
into vibrant corridors of devo-
tion, echoing with the sounds
of the Kanwar Yatra.

During the Hindu month of
Shrawan, a large number of
devotees, mainly young men,
undertake a demanding pil-
grimage, transporting holy
Ganga water from sacred sites
to a major Shiva temple or local
shrine in their villages and
towns. Each year, from July to
August, millions of these devo-
tees walk barefoot, carrying the
Ganga water in containers
slung over their shoulders with
a support called a ‘kanwar’.

Primarily practised in the
Gangetic plains, the festival of
Kanwar Yatra is age-old and
celebrated by millions of peo-
ple across different parts of

north, central and eastern
India.

INCREASING INTENSITY
AND SCALE OF SOCIETAL
PARTICIPATION

The intensity and scale of the
yatra have swelled over the
years, turning the once-quiet
processions into sprawling,
energetic events that bring cit-
ies to a near standstill for two
months in the state. Kanwar
Yatras, within UP, are even big-
ger events in western UP due to
the region’s geographical prox-
imity to important pilgrimage
destinations like Haridwar and
Rishikesh in Uttarakhand
where kanwariyas collect holy
water from the Ganga river.

The official data pertaining
to just Meerut district in west-
ern UP shows the sheer scale
and magnitude that the Kan-
war Yatra event has achieved
over the years. Itis revealed the
number of kanwariyas entering
the Meerut district has
increased by 250% in just one
decade. Meerut is one of the
key cities on the pilgrimage
journey for millions of devotees
travelling or walking across
western Uttar Pradesh from the
holy sites in Uttarakhand.

“As per our records, an esti-
mated 6-8 lakh kanwariyas,
including locals, entered
Meerut district in 2014. And the
number rose to an estimated
23-26 lakh in 2023, said Selva
Kumari J, divisional commis-
sioner of Meerut, adding, “The
counting for the current year is
in progress.”

A 2006 IAS officer, she has

Prnmanly practlsed in the Gangetic plains, the festival of Kanwar

Yatra is age-old and celebrated by millions of people

made elaborate arrangements
for the smooth passage of
Kanwar Yatras in her division

FILE

comprising Meerut, Buland-
shahr, Ghaziabad, Hapur,
Gautam Buddh Nagar and

Baghpat.

The same trend is witnessed
in Varanasi in eastern UP. The
number of kanwariyas visiting
the holy city in Shravan every
year has increased. On an aver-
age, over 20 lakh kanwariyas
visited Varanasi and offered
prayers to Baba Kashi Vishwa-
nath Temple in 2016.

The number icnreased to 25
lakh in 2017 and remained
almost same in 2018. In 2019,
around 30 lakh kanwariyas
visited Varanasi. And the trend
continued in 2023 when
Shrawan having eight Mon-
days, over 50 lakh kanwariyas
turned up here and offered
prayers to Baba Kashi Vishwa-
nath.

Varanasi mayor Ashok
Tiwari said, “Lakhs of kanwari-
ays visit Varanasi and offer
prayers at Kashi Vishwanath
Dham every year in the month
of Shrawan. Their number is
increasing every year. Special
cleanliness drive is carried out
along the kanwariya route.”

District magistrate S Raja-
lingam said that several kan-
wariya camps had been set up
and proper cleanliness was
being ensured on kanwar yatra
route and in camps.

KANWAR YATRAS
GAINED MOMENTUM
WITH RAM TEMPLE
MOVEMENT

Rajesh Mishra, a social scien-
tist who retired as a professor
from the Lucknow University,
said that especially over the last
few years, the scale of Kanwar
Yatra had reached new heights

in terms of intensity, societal
partlcnpanon and state support.

“I come from Meerut. [ viv-
idly remember till the begin-
ning of the 1990s, the Kanwar
Yatras were a small-scale local
affair there. But the event
started gaining popularity with
rise of Hindutva and the Ram
Temple movement in the state,”
he said.

“The Kanwar Yatra gained
massive popularity in UP after
the BJP government led by Yogi
Adityanath came to power in
the state in 2017 and started
giving state patronage to
the religious trek,” he pointed
out,

Kanwar Yatra is driven pri-
marily by devotion to Lord
Shiva, one of the principal
deities in Hinduism. Devotees
undertake arduous pilgrimage
to seek blessings, fulfill vows
and express their devotion. The
Yatra reflects a deep-seated
faith and spiritual dedication
among participants.

“As a Shiv bhakt (devotee),
participating in Kanwar Yatra
gives me immense pleasure
and a sense of fulfilment,” said
Raghuraj Singh, a 35-year old
man coming from a poor
Scheduled Caste family at
Gangiri town in Aligarh.

SOCIO-ECOMOMIC-
RELIGIOUS
MOBILISATION

While Mishra did not rule out
religiosity as a factor for the
increasing popularity of Kan-
war Yatra festival and a grow-
ing societal participation in it,
he said there was more to it.

N NOS.

“The Kanwar Yatras now are
also a tool of socio-religious-
economic mobilisation, largely
of lower middle castes and
classes,” he opined.

He said the participation of
youths in Kanwar Yatras was
increasing also because of the
fact that many unemployed and
“lumpen proletariats” saw Kan-
wat Yatra processions as a
medium of fun, feast and enjoy-
ment.

The Kanwar Yatra has, in
fact, evolved into more than
just a religious pilgrimage.
While devotion to Lord Shiva
remains the core motivation,
the growing participation.
especially among the youth.
points to a complex blend of
faith, socio-economic dynamics
and the search for identity and
commmunity.

“The Kanwar Yatra is a
sacred journey filled with devo-
tion, faith, discipline and hard
work. However, the way it is
conducted nowadays, with
loud DJ music and disruptive
behavior, doesn’t seem to
reflect the true spirit of
Lord Shiva’s devotees,” said
Neelima Chola Maheshwari, a
resident of Awas Vikas
Colony in Kasganj. “I am a
daily witness to all this,” she
added.

She said the practice of orga-
nising religious processions
and feasts was increasing these
days but organisers, she
suggested, must at least
ensure that the general
public was not inconvenie-
nced and that no litter was
spread.

Over 1,000 dairies in municipal limits
put smart city dream at risk

Anupam Srivastava
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: The promise to
transform Lucknow into a mod-
ern and smart city crumbles as
reality sets in—cattle roaming
freely on the streets has become
a common sight, exposing deep-
rooted problems that persist
despite high court directives.
With over 1,000 illegal dairies
operating within municipal im-
its, the Lucknow Municipal Cor-
poration’s failure to enforce the
law underscores a lapse by
authorities.

Under the Nagar Nigam Act
of 1959, cattle rearing is prohib-
ited due to the pollution they
cause. However, individuals
may keep up to two cows if they
have adequate space and obtain
a license.

According to LMC officials,
around 10,500 stray animals are
housed in Kanha Upvan and
about 2,000 in various Kanji
houses, yet thousands of ani-
mals continue to roam the
streets. Most of these animals
are abandoned by owners when
they stop lactating.

Additional municipal com-
missioner Arvind Rao high-
lighted the persistent issue of
dairies operating within munic-
ipal limits despite longstanding
bans.

“The presence of dairies
within municipal limits has
been prohibited since a high
court order in 2000. The
National Green Tribunal (NGT)
later reinforced this ban due to
the environmental pollution
caused by these dairies,” Rao
said, adding that in March 2022,

AFFECTED CITY
AREAS

Pink City, Para, Gomti
Nagar extension, Gud-
amba, Indira Nagar, Jan-
kipuram, Madiaon

the NGT issued an additional
order mandating the removal of
dairies from within municipal
boundaries.

Pink City area of Para has
approximately 200 dairies.
Gomti Nagar Extension area is
home to around 200 dairies.
Other areas such as Indira
Nagar, Jankipuram, Madiaon,
and Gudamba also have a high
number of dairies.

Ashiana and Alambagh
have scattered dairies, primarily
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> Baroda U.P. Bank

1 | Branch- Geeta Press, Gorakhpur

Borrower: M/s Sultana Hosiery,
Proprietor- Mrs. Sultana W/o Nammu
Khan, Address: Ahmad Nagar, Chaksa
Hussain, Gorakhnath, Gorakhpur (U.P)

Where as, the undersigned being the Authorised Officer of Baroda U.P. Bank Under the Securitization and Reconstruction
of Financial Assets an Enforcement of Security Interest Act 2002 and in excersice of powers Conferred Under Section 13(2)
read with rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rule 2002,issued a Demand Notice which being within 60 days from
the date of receipt of the said notice.The Borrowers/guarantor having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to
the property/properties discribed herein below in exercise of powers confirmed of him/her under section 13(4) of the said
Act read with Rule 889 of the said rules. The borrowers/gauranters in particulars & the public is general are hereby cautioned
not the deal with the property & any dealing with the property will be subject to the charge of Baroda U.P. Bank for the
amounts & interest thereon. The borrowers attention is invited to provision of sub section 8 of section 13 of the Act, In
respect of time available to redeem the secured assets.

Les ptio 0 ovaple
All that part and parcel of the property
consisting area 480 Sqft or 44.60 sqmt.
situated at Arazi No. 238 Mi, House No.
141G, Mauza- Chaksa Hussain, Tappa-
Kasba, Pargana- Haveli, Tehsil- Sadar,
District-Gorakhpur. Property in the
name of Mrs. Sultana W/o Nammu Khan.
Boundaries: North: Road 5 ft wide,
South: Land of Mohammad Baijuddin,
East: House of Lal Mchammad, West:

Land of Taiyaba Khatoon

gfa; Baroda U.P. Bank (Sponsored by Bank of Baroda)
Regional Office Gorakhpur-|

run by individuals, according
to chief animal welfare
officer of LMC Dr Abhinav
Varma.

Corporator Mukesh Singh
Chauhan said, “There are more
than 1,000 dairies operating
within municipal limits, and the
LMC has failed to curb their
growth. In fact, these dairies are
running with the support of
some LMC employees.”

On Monday, the LMC con-
ducted a drive against illegal
dairies in the Aurangabad Jagir
and Ratan Khand localities of
Zone 8.

The operation, led by
Abhinav Verma, was supported
by the police force, enforcement
teams, and cattle-catching staff.
During the operation, 16 cows
and 2 buffaloes were seized and
taken to the Kanji House in
Aishbagh, run by the Nagar

‘Grand theft’ comes to light at
Ayodhya’s Ram Path, Bhakti Path

As many as 3,800 bamboo
lights, 36 gobo projector
lights go missing from
temple town; FIR lodged

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

AYODHYA: The theft of 3,800
bamboo lights installed on the
trees of Ram Path and 36 gobo
projector lights on Bhakti Path,
worth over Rs 50 lakh, has
come to light in temple town
Ayodhya after the matter was
reported to the police by a con-
tractor.

As many as 6,400 bamboo
lights were installed on
Ram Path and 96 gobo
projector lights on Bhakti Path
by the firm - Yash Enterprises
and Krishna automobiles -
under the contract awarded by
the Ayodhya Development

Ram Pathin Ayodhya

Authority.

According to Shekhar
Sharma, representative of the
firm, 3,800 bamboo lights and
36 gobo projector lights
installed on Ram Path and
Bhakti Path were stolen and a
case was lodged at the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi police station on
August 9.

In the complaint, he stated
that “All the lights were there
till March 19, but after an

HT FILE PHOTO

inspection on May 9, it was
found that some lights were
missing. Around 3,800 bamboo
lights and 36 gobo projector
lights were stolen by some uni-
dentified thieves.”

The firm was aware of the
theft in May, but the FIR was
filed on August 9.

However, the police refused
to comment on the theft, saying
they were investigating the mat-
ter.

Mohaddipur, Gorakhpur
Possession Notice

Outstanding Amo
as per demand no

Rs. 1,22,536.80I- + interest & charges
applicable from 31.12.2020 + other
expenses.

Demand Notice Date: 19.04.2023
Date of Possession: 09.08.2024
Account No.: 75061296125

SHREEVATSAA FINANCE AND LEASING LIMITED
Regd. Office: 120 / 500(10)Lajpat Nagar, Kanpur -208005

CIN: L45201UP1986PLC008364, Telephone No.0512-2530996
Email: investors.svfl@rediffmail.com, Website: www.svfl.co.in

Nigam.

(9IRd WBR B IJ96H)
A e e &

www.ucobank.co.in

Zonal Office ; Shiva Palace, Devkall Bypass Crossing, Ayodhyz-224001 E-mail: 0ayodhyz.gad@ucobank.con

CETEXTIT

Tenders are invited for Civil, Fumishing, Electrical & Air Conditioning of
UCO Bank Deokali Branch (Ayodhya). The last date of submission of
tender is 27/08/2024 till 05.00PM which will be submitted at Zonal Office,
UCO Bank, 3rd Floor Shiva Palace, Devkali Bypass Ayodhya-224001, and
application forms can be obtained from here or bank's website:

UCO BANK

(A Gout. of India Undertaking)
Honours Your Trust

Zonal Head, Ayodhya

ANTIM YATRA 9

Late Dr. S.P. Dube

B

With profound grief, we inform the
sad demise of our beloved father
(11-08-2024) Dr Surya Prakash Dube,
ex consultant surgeon, Balrampur
Hospital Lucknow.

. Antim Yatra will start from residence
1/35 Vikas Nagar Lucknow at 8:00
AM and CREMATION will be done at
8:30 AM on 14-08-2024 at Bhaisa
kund Gomti Nagar Lucknow

Dube Parivar
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Regional Office, Central Bank of India, Deoria

sgodw e s PR oLk CiREL o)
Central Bank of India

NIT No. : RO/DEORIA/BSD/2024-25/66

Short Tender Notice
The Central Bank of India invites online tenders from eligible bidders for
Re-Furbishing (Furniture, Electrical, Data cabling & Low side Air-
conditioning) work at existing Branch premises of Deoria under Regional
Office Deoria. For a detailed Notice Inviting Tenders visit the webpage:-
ttp://www.centralbankofindia.co.infen/active-tender and for online
submission of bids visit the webpage : hitps:/icentralbank.abcprocure.com/EPROCI
The deadline for submission of bids is 03.09.2024 up to 3:00 p.m.

Regional Office : Deoria

Date 14.08.2024

Regional Head

EXTRACT OF UN-AUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30TH JUNE, 2024

(Rupees in Lakh except EPS)

Union Bank

RED EAGLE BRANCH

August, 2024,

Dated: 12.08.2024
Place: Kanpur

For SHREEVATSAA FINANCE AND LEASING LIMITED

5. Mo Particulars Quarter Ended | Previous Year Ended | Quarter Ended RiTa, SUMIBIEY HOG,; INHIEHAG CIMs
: revious Year Ende qu-, gfay of India Near Mohak Hospital, Prayagraj
X0 M 2100203 L0007 E-mail: ubin0553883@unionbankofindia.bank
(Unaudited) (Audited) (Unaudited) WiTd BB @ 39 A Government of india Undertaking . .
1| Total Income from Operations (net) 22.95 91.77 23.55 SALE NOTICE FOR SALE OF IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES
2| NetProfit/(Loss) for the period (before Tax/ Extraordinary ltems) 11.18 5827 11.60 E-Auction sale notice for sale of Immovable Assets under the securitisation and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security
; v InterestAct, 2002 read with provison to Rule 8 (6) of the security interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002.
fi f fi ; : e i A ! )
2 | Mok o Logal o ez e rs T e Exlrao‘rdmary llrs) i Sz FHSD Notice is here by given to the public in general and in particular to the borrowers and guarantors that the below described immovable property
4 | NetProfit/(Loss) for the period after Tax (after Extraordinary ltems) 11.18 38.46 11.60 mortgaged/charged to the secured creditor Union Bank of India, the constructive possession which has been take by the Authorised officer of the
5 | Total Comprenensive Income for the period [Comprising Profit/{ Loss) 11.18 38.46 11.60 Union Bank of India, secured creditor will be sold on "As is where is" "As is what is" and "What ever there is" as per below mentioned details
for the period (after tax) and Other Comprehensive Income (after tax)] givenintabular form.
6 | Equity Share Capital (Face value of Rs. 10/- each) 1,009.50 1,009.50 1,009.50 Name of Borrower & Outstanding e rUe Date/Time
) ) Details of Property EMD of
7 | Reserve (excluding Revaluation Reserves as per balance sheet - 1,220.03 - Guarantor Amount/Dues Price E-Aucti
of previous accounting year) PN
8 | Eaming Per Share (before extraordinary items) Borrower: Mis A.S. Construction Through Prop. | Flat No. 8 al fourth floor over part of house No,| ¥ 17,85,315.85 7 34,64,000/- ¥ 3,47,000/- | 29.08.2024
Basi G Mr. Ajay Kumar Shukla Address:- House No. | 745/627 and 746/628 Colonelganj, Area 53 Sq.|  as per demand Rupees Thirty | Rupees Three | 12.00 PM
(a) Basic 0,11 038 7 745/628, Shivam Apariment, Ram Vatika Colonel | Mtrs. or 570 Sq. Ft, Pargana and Tehsil|  notice dated Four Lacs Lacs Forty to
(b) Diluted 0.11 0.38 0.12 Ganj, Prayagraj, UP-211002. Sadar, Prayagraj, UP in the name of Shri Ajay| 22.08.2022 & Sixty Four Seven 05.00 PM
Notes :- Guarantor: Mr. Shyam Babu S/o Sri Mohan Lal | Kumar Shukla S/o Shri Paras Nath Shukla. further Interest & Thousand Thousand
1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly Unaudited Financial Results filed with the Stock Exchange under regulation 33 of the SEBI Addrass:- 690/B, Loco Colony Rallway Colony, | Boundaries: North- House of Khan Sahab, other charges Only Only
(Listing Obligations and Disclosure Requirements ) Regulations, 2015. The full format of the Quarterly Unaudited Financial Results is available on the Prayagrq UP-211001. South- Open (Khull Chhal), East- House of| Date of Possession
Stock Exchange website i.e www.bseindia.com and on the (Investors relations) section of our website at www.svil.co.in. Murlidhar. West- Road 20 Ft. d 16.01.2023
2. The above results have been reviewed by the Audit Committee and subsequently approved at the meeting of Board of Directors held on12th day of STROTERT, VRSL- e L WOR. sl

sd/-
Anil Kumar Sharma

Is of encumbrances if any-Not Known
lled terms & conditions of the sale please refer to the link provided in Union Bank of India, secured creditors website i.e. www.unionbankof india.co.in
aglslrahm and Login and Bidding Rules visit https://ebkray.in

(Managing Director)

/,

DIN -02463893

Authorised Officer, Union Bank of India

AIM OF UP's
ANTI-CONVERSION
LAW IS TO UPHOLD
THE SPIRIT OF
SECULARISM: HC

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad high
court has observed that the pur-
pose of the Uttar Pradesh Prohi-
bition of Unlawful Conversion of
Religion Act, 2021, is to guaran-
tee religious freedom to all per-
sons, reflecting India’s social
harmony and spirit.

The objective of this Actis to
sustain the spirit of secularism in
India, the court observed. While
rejecting the bail application of
one Ajeem, Justice Rohit Ranjan
Agarwal in his order dated
August 9, 2024, further said that
while the Constitution guaran-
tees each person the right to pro-
fess, practice and propagate their
religion.

However, this individual right
does not translate into a collec-
tive right to proselytise as reli-
gious freedom equally belongs to
both the person converting and
the individual being converted,
the court said.

Ajeem was booked under sec-
tions 323/504/506 the Indian
Penal Code and section 3/5(1) of
UP Prohibition of Unlawful Con-
version of Religion Act, 2021, at
Kotwali police station in Budaun
district on the allegation of forc-
ing a girl to convert to Islam and
had sexually exploited her too.

The applicant-accused filed
the present bail application
before the high court claiming
that he was ‘falsely implicated’,
asserting that the informant-girl,
who was in a relationship with
him, had left her home ‘voluntar-
ily’ and had previously con-
firmed their ‘marriage’ in state-
ments recorded under sections
161 and 164 of Criminal Proce-
dure Code (CrPC) in a related
case.

On the other hand, the state
counsel opposed his bail, citing
the informant’'s statement
under section 164 CrPC, which
alleged coercion to conversion to
Islam and described a marriage
that took place without conver-
sion.

After hearing both sides, the
court noted that the informant.
in her statement recorded under
section 164 CrPC had categori-
cally stated that the applicant
and his family members were
exerting ‘pressure’ on her to con-
vert to Islam.

She was also ‘forced’ to wit-
ness animal sacrifice on Bakrid
and to cook and eat non-vegetar-
ian food.

The court further noted that
she was allegedly kept in captiv-
ity by the applicant and was
being forced by his family mem-
bers to perform certain Islamic
rituals, which was not accepta-
ble to her.

The court also noted that the
petitioner could not prove that
before the ‘marriage, an applica-
tion was filed, as required under
Section 8 of the 2021 Act, to facil-
itate the conversion.

In view of this, the court
rejected the bail application of
the applicant, noting that there is
a prima facie contravention of
Sections 3 and 8 of the Act of
2071 HTC
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